
Coal Ash in Illinois 
Disposal & Water Quality Impacts 

via Gutting the Heartland 



 

Mercury (Hg), Arsenic (As), 

Beryllium (Be), Cadmium (Cd), 

Chromium (Cr), Nickel (Ni), 

Selenium (Se) 



Slurry Disposal 
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24 coal-fired 

power plants 

adjacent to rivers & 

lakes, over aquifers 



91 Coal Ash Disposal Pits 

Unsuitable & 

Risky Location 

• 56 over groundwater 

recharge areas 

• 62 over shallow 

aquifers 

• 9 over wetlands 

via Gutting the Heartland 



 

16 of 38 dams 

assessed in “poor” 

condition 

• Erosional forces of 

nearby rivers 

• Over mine voids, 

subsidence 
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Vermilion Power Station 





 





Newton Power Station 

303(d) Impaired 

Waters: 

• Aesthetic Quality 

• Fish 

Consumption 
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Coffeen Power Station 

• Impaired for 

secondary 

contact uses 

• Not supporting 

aesthetic quality 

or fish 

consumption 
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Baldwin Energy Station 

Portion of 

Kaskaskia not 

supporting fish 

consumption and 

aquatic life 

via John Blair, Valley Watch 
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USEPA Coal Ash Rules 

Unfortunately… 
• Fails to phase out unlined pits 

• Poor Closure Standards 

• Enforcement burden on communities 

 

More Protective Standards 
• Groundwater monitoring 

• Location restrictions 

• Closure of ponds when they don’t meet stability standards 

• Closure of legacy ponds 

• Trigger clean-up 

• Notification Requirements 

via Gutting the Heartland 
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Illinois Coal Ash Rules 

• Groundwater monitoring 

• Require liners 

• Post-closure monitoring 

• Protection of surface waters 
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Moving Forward 

• Adopt best elements of federal rule 

• Financial assurances 

• Structural integrity inspections 

 


