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“The Garden on the 
Water” 



“The Garden IN the 
Water” 









 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 























“To avoid looking 
neglected, ecologically 
innovative designs can 
incorporate cues to care 
that clearly connote an 
intentional landscape 
pattern that conveys the 
reassuring presence of 
caretakers.” 



“Anecdotes abound of 
homeowners who have 
painstakingly developed 
native plant gardens only 
to have them replaced with 
conventional turf yards 
after the sale of their 
property.” 































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 































SSpider Island
Shoreline



TThe Water Gardens
    of the Great Basin



UU.S. and Illinois EPA
Funded Shorelines



JJapanese Garden
Shorelines



North Lake



Green: Shoreline 
restoration has been 
completed 
(3.2 miles) 
 
Yellow: Recently 
completed project with 
U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers (1.3 miles) 
 
Red: Unfunded 
shorelines by the Café 
Lagoon and the South & 
Prairie Lakes 
(1.2 miles) 









































    



















































































 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



•   Black plastic 
•   Soil tilling 
•   Herbicides 





















 









 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 





    Juncus effusus 
     (common rush) 

 



    Carex stricta 
     (tussock sedge) 



A few key lessons 
learned: 

Plant Selection 
  Avoid planting too much candy 
  Put the workhorse plants to work 
  Favor plants that offer 12 months of 

erosion protection 
  Seek plant pots designed for 

natives 









 

 

 

 

 

 









 















 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 



 

 





 

 

 







 

 

 

 













 

 

 

 

 















Videotape your shoreline, 
every year if you can! 



Acorus americanus 
(Sweet Flag) 

 



   Alisma subcordatum 
   (Common Water Plantain) 



 Asclepias incarnata 
 (Swamp Milkweed) 



    Caltha palustris 
     (Marsh Marigold) 



    Carex comosa 
     (Bristly Sedge) 



   Carex lacustris 
    (Common Lake Sedge) 



    Carex stricta 
     (Tussock Sedge) 



 Carex vulpinoidea 
 (Fox Sedge) 



    Decodon verticillatus 
     (Swamp Loosestrife) 



   Eleocharis acicularis 
    (Needle Spike Rush) 



    Filipendula rubra 
     (Queen-of-the-Prairie) 



    Iris versicolor 
     (Northern Blue Flag) 



    Juncus effusus 
     (Common Rush) 



    Justicia americana 
     (American Water Willow) 



    Leersia oryzoides 
     (Rice Cutgrass) 



    Lobelia cardinalis 
     (Cardinal Flower) 



    Lobelia siphilitica 
     (Great Blue Lobelia) 



    Nuphar variegatum 
     (Yellow Pond Lily) 



    Nymphaea odorata 
     (White Water Lily) 



Peltandra virginica 
(Arrow Arum) 



    Penstemon digitalis 
     (Foxglove Beardtongue) 



    Pontederia cordata 
     (Pickerel Weed) 



    Sagittaria latifolia 
     (Common Arrowhead) 



    Salix discolor 
     (Pussy Willow) 



 Schoenoplectus acutus 
 (Scirpus acutus) 
 (Hard-stemmed Bulrush) 



    Scirpus pendulus 
     (Red Bulrush) 



Scheonoplectus pungens 
(Scirpus pungens) 
(Common Three Square Bulrush) 



Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani 
(Scirpus validus) 
(Soft-stemmed Bulrush) 



 Schizachyrium scoparium 
 (Little Bluestem) 



    Sparganium eurycarpum 
      (Common Bur-Reed) 

 



    Spartina pectinata 
     (Prairie Cordgrass) 



    Spiraea alba 
     (Meadowsweet) 



    Sporobolus heterolepis 
     (Prairie Dropseed) 



    Zizia aurea 
     (Golden Alexanders) 





Thursday, July  20, 2017 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
www.chicagobotanic.org 

Lake and Pond Shorelines: 
Controlling Erosion and 
Enhancing Habitat 







www.cbgshoreline.org 






















































