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Why is it Important to Report a 
Cyanobacteria Bloom?

➢Allow us (Agency) to track geographical distribution of blooms

(What’s conditions might be contributing to blooms)

➢Track trends (within a lake or statewide)

➢Follow-up:

• Determine if toxins are present 

Important for public health!!!!!!



Illinois EPA HAB 

Coordinator 

Teri Holland

217-782-3362 



http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/monitoring/algal-bloom/reporting/index













cyanos.org/bloomwatch





Screen 1
Introductory/

Welcome



Screen 2
Information

Larger than a football field

Between a football field & tennis court

Between a tennis court & a sedan

Smaller than a sedan

*Must fill in each field, even if N/A



Screen 3
Photos

Photo 1: Attempt to capture 
the areal extent of the bloom. 
Include some shoreline and 
skyline.

Photo 2: Image of water 
surface taken from a standing 
position 10 - 30 ft. away.

Photo 3: Close up photo of 
the bloom from 3 ft. away or 
less.



Screen 4
Review & Submit
• Data goes to database on CitSci.org

• Personal information hidden

• A notification email to your state 
contact (ME) will pop up. Hit SEND









THANK YOU


