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Rambling Presentation Directory

• Background

• Aquatic Pet Take Back Events and Network

• Aquatic Invader Boat Decontamination Zones

• Invasive Crayfish Collaborative 

• Some up and Coming Potential Invasives



Combines research, education 
and outreach to empower 

southern Lake Michigan 
communities to secure a 
healthy environment and 

economy.

Guardian and recorder of 
Illinois  biological resources. 
Foster an understanding and 
appreciation of our natural 
heritage through outreach.





Transport -> Introduce -> Establish -> Spread -> Impact
Kolar and Lodge 2001





Aquatic Pets and Aquatic Invaders

Commercial activity involving organisms in trade is one of the principal 
ways in which non-native organisms have been introduced into the 
Laurentian Great Lakes Keller and Lodge 2007



Organisms in Trade Pathway 

• Species have been established in the Great Lakes through aquarium 
release(17), planted (23) and bait release (9) (GLANSIS search Oct 6th, 2016)

• 9 million households with ornamental fish (Chapman et al 1997)

• 7% - 25% hobbyists release ornamentals  (Gertzen et al 2008, Seekamp et al 2016) 









Pet Surrender Events





Illinois Organizations and People

IISG/INHS

University of Illinois Legal

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Conservation Police
Biologists
Regulatory

IL Department of Agriculture
Animal welfare/State Veterinarian

US Fish and Wildlife

Animal Control

Aquarium Fish Sanctuary

Chicago Herpetological Society

Green Bay Aquarium Society



Facebook and Twitter (144,207 
impressions; 15,277 
interactions)

Online 
Magazines

Newspapers (40,000 
impressions)

Print
Flyers/Posters

Newspapers (59,823 
impressions)

Radio
National Public Radio WBEZ 
Chicago.  

244,480+ impressions over three events.









Recreational Water Users







92% Drain 81% Dry86% Remove 



Aquatic Invader Decontamination Zones

Waukegan & North Point



Invasive Crayfish Collaborative



Red Swamp Crayfish

• Procambarus clarkii



Marbled Crayfish

• Procambarus fallax forma
virginalis

• Parthenogenic

• All female

• Found in pet trade only

• No known North American 
populations



Common Yabby

• Cherax destructor

• Australia

• Prohibited in Illinois



Australian Red Claw Crayfish

• Cherax quadricarinatus



Thank you!

Aquatic Pet Surrender Network

Or 

Aquatic Invader Removal Areas

Hitzroth@Illinois.edu

Invasive Crayfish Collaborative

lkim@Illinois.edu
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mailto:lkim@Illinois.edu

