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A regular event for me each year since becoming the newsletter editor is 
to wrangle a few paragraphs out of the new or incumbent president for the 
newsletter issue following the annual conference; however, I was given the great 
honor of serving in the post in 2013 and therefore have to wrangle it out of 
myself this time. Rather than having me ramble on in two separate locations, I’ll 
expand my usual editor’s notes to slip in the president’s message as well.

It’s been a while since our last issue, but there has been no slow down in the 
organizations interaction with its members, regulatory agencies, or collaborative 
organizations. Since the last newsletter we have seen funding cuts across the 
board to basically all federal, state, and municipal agencies. The good news is 
that the economy appears to be finally turning around; the bad news is that there 
doesn’t appear to be any consideration for increases to the funding situation 
for government agencies any time soon. Every sector has to keep their voice 
heard to try to hold onto what funding levels they can. Unfortunately, it’s the 
squeaky wheel syndrome, and we have to do our part to make sure the public 
is aware of how investment in our lakes and watersheds affects all of us. The 
news is not all bad as we have seen funding cuts to programs affecting lakes cut 
then restored (at least to the previous year’s levels), positive legislation passed 
such as the Illinois Aquatic Life Transport Bill which helps reduce the spread of 
invasive species, and negative legislation voted down (i.e. Water Protection and 
Reinvestment Act of 2013 which has a nice name but undercuts water resource 
protections). 

I would like say thank you to all of our membership in light of the trials our 
field has encountered the past several years. It seems each of us have had to 
slowly shoulder additional responsibilities as this recession has wore on. ILMA 
is a volunteer organization, and despite the extra strains on our time, our 
membership has remained stable and our members have remained willing to 
provide time to serve. The willingness of our membership to devote their time 
and passion is what has kept us meaningful, relevant, and vibrant for over a 
quarter century now. 

In this issue we are highlighting legislation recently passed in Illinois: ‘The 
Hydraulic Fracturing Regulation Act’. ILMA has remained somewhat neutral on 
this topic as an organization, and will strive to provide both sides of the story as 
objectively as possible; however, we will follow this topic closely as it could very 
well be a defining legacy of our generation. 

May your journey lead you to the big one,
or at least provide the biggest story to share.

  - Bryan Cross 

President’s Message (and Editor’s Notes)…



By: Jennifer Walling

Illinois Legislature Passes Comprehensive                      RegulationsFracking

Oil and gas companies are interested in 
introducing high volume horizontal hydraulic 
fracturing to Illinois, drilling into shale layers 

in the southern part of the state.  In other states 
such as Pennsylvania and Ohio, the introduction 
of this technology and its fast growth have caused 
vast complaints about groundwater and surface 
contamination, water quantity usage, air pollution, 
property destruction, and more.  Some risks from this 
technology are well-known – unsafely disposed waste 
water and cracked well casings, for example, have been 
issues in areas where vertical hydraulic fracturing has 
been in place for over fifty years.  Other risks such 
as further ranging aquifer contamination, methane 
contamination of drinking water, seismic activity from 
injection wells, and other health and environmental 
issues are coming to light and are still being studied.  

One thing that the Illinois environmental community 
does know, however, is that Illinois’ permit laws are 
entirely inadequate to manage any of the risks presented 
by hydraulic fracturing.  A short permit application 
and small fee are the only things standing in the way 
of a driller.  Under Illinois law, the IDNR must grant 
the applicant the permit within 2 days.  The situation 
in Illinois is especially perilous, as we know that 
thousands of acres within the state’s boundaries are 
being purchased by oil and gas interests.

At the end of the 2013 legislative session, fracking 
legislation passed both chambers and was signed by 
the Governor on June 17, 2013.  SB1715 is the most 
comprehensive set of environmental regulations on 
fracking in the country. Currently, Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources is writing rules to implement this 
law.  These rules are expected to be available for public 
comment at the beginning of 2014.  

For more than three years, environmental groups have 
been working to pass legislation regarding hydraulic 
fracturing.  Faith in Place initiated this effort in 2011 
when it worked with State Senator Michael Frerichs and 
Representative Naomi Jakobsson to introduce the first 
bill to regulate hydraulic fracturing.   At the end of the 

2012 spring legislative session, we had been unable to 
pass a moratorium or even minimum regulations.  Not 
only were environmental leaders upset but so too were 
the Attorney General’s Office and agencies under the 
Governor, including the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.  Concern about the failure of the legislature 
to act and the expectant start of hydraulic fracturing in 
Illinois resulted in Speaker Madigan and others in the 
Illinois House creating a working committee to begin 
drafting a meaningful regulatory framework.

Representative John Bradley invited four people from oil 
and gas interests and four people from the environmental 
community to participate in the process.  At that point, 
environmental organizations had to decide whether to 
reject the process or join the negotiators at the table.  
The decision was made to participate and attempt to 
draft the toughest possible regulatory structure.  Our 
interests were represented at the negotiating table 
by ELPC, Environment Illinois, Faith in Place and 
NRDC.  It is unprecedented for the environmental 
community to be invited to the negotiating table and 
given such a strong voice, and we believe it would have 
been irresponsible for environmentalists to walk away 
and allow the business community to draft the needed 
regulations.

From the beginning, environmentalists made clear 
their desire for more time before fracking begins in 
Illinois.  There is still much we do not know and we 
should take time to do the necessary research and 
studies.  It was clear, though, that legislators were intent 
on passing a fracking regulatory bill and that we needed 
to aggressively push for the best standards and available 
technology.

Hundreds of hours were dedicated to the legislative 
negotiations and countless issues were tackled.  The 
result is a bill that can be fairly characterized as the most 
comprehensive fracking legislation in the nation so far.   
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It includes ground-breaking provisions to protect water 
quality and public access to information about proposed 
fracking plans.  While environmentalists did not get 
everything we wanted in the bill, it does include much 
of what we believe is needed to protect water quality and 
public health and safety.

While this legislation is not a moratorium, it should be 
clear that SB1715 is significantly tougher than any other 
legislation previously introduced in the Illinois legislature 
or any other mining law in Illinois.  It also includes 
provisions that are tougher than language found in other 
states.  Among the bill’s provisions are the following: 

• Strong well construction standards to prevent leakage 
found in other states

• Storage of waste water in closed-loop tanks rather than 
open pits

• Pre-fracking testing of ground and surface water and 
subsequent water monitoring

• Presumption of liability should subsequent water testing 
show contamination

• Robust opportunities for public participation in the 
fracking permitting process

• Ability of citizens to appeal permits
• Ability of citizens to enforce the law through citizen suits
• Ban on injecting diesel compounds
• Very strong chemical disclosure provisions, including 

both pre and post-fracking disclosure
• Trade secret information must be made available to health 

professionals and no limit on who can challenge trade 
secrets

• Setbacks from existing houses and sensitive structures 
(such as hospitals, schools, nursing homes, etc.)

• Setbacks from water supply intakes and other water 
sources (wells, lakes, ponds, rivers, reservoirs, developed 
springs)

• Well plugging requirements and standards
• Fracking permit applicants must submit a water 

management plan describing methods used to minimize 
water withdrawals, and the bill requires reporting of total 
water used in fracking, as well as sources and sites

• Protections against air pollution; for example natural 
gas flaring would be permitted only when capture is 
infeasible.  These provisions minimize the amount of 
carcinogenic volatile organic compounds and methane, a 
major contributor to climate change, released into the air.

As noted, the environmental community has 
supported a moratorium on fracking in Illinois and 
many environmental organizations still support a 
moratorium until this process can be studied further.  
Senator Mattie Hunter (D) has introduced SB 1418 
which would put in place a moratorium on fracking.  
Representative Deb Mell has introduced the same bill 
HB3086.  Some groups that support the SB1715 also 
support the moratorium.

The Illinois Environmental Council believes there is 
a very real risk that hydraulic fracturing is coming to 
Illinois – with entirely inadequate regulations – and 
that it was essential for the legislature to pass tough 
restrictions in 2013.   Fracking is already occurring 
in Illinois and even before the law passed, permit 
applications under the prior system had begun to 
come to IDNR.  The legislation is not perfect and the 
environmental community will need to continue to 
strengthen our laws, but SB1715 is a vast improvement 
over the status quo.
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Round goby and Asian clam  
Spiny and fishhook waterflea  
Hydrilla and Brazilian elodea  

The list grows longer each year.  All of these aquatic animals and plants are invasive to Illinois and the United 
States.  Some were brought here accidentally and others intentionally.  All have had an impact on the 

ecology and economy of Illinois.  Perhaps some of these species would not have been introduced if people had 
been more aware of the problems posed by invasive species.  What we are certain about is that prevention is the 
most effective means of avoiding future invasions and their impacts.

Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) and raising public awareness about their existence is 
the goal of Clean Boats Crew, a regional grassroots effort to protect and preserve the many lakes and ponds in 
northeastern Illinois.  Volunteers at boat launches and marinas talk with boaters, anglers, and recreational water 
users about AIS and provide tips for how to maintain equipment to avoid spreading AIS from lake to lake.  For 
example, zebra and quagga mussel pre-adults can be transported in water found in bait buckets, kayaks, canoes, 
and boat motors.  And pieces of Brazilian elodea and Eurasian watermilfoil can get caught in boat trailers and 
fishing tackle and be moved to new locations. 

In an effort to protect regional lakes and ponds from unintentional transport of invasive animals and plants, 
Clean Boats Crew (CBC) volunteers have talked with more than 3,500 people in five counties along southern 
Lake Michigan in both Indiana and Illinois since 2011.  Summer 2013 is the first boating and fishing season 
after the amendment to the Illinois Boat Registration and Safety Act was passed.  The amendment prohibits 
transport of aquatic plants and animals on vehicles, watercraft, or equipment used in water.  More information 
about this amendment can be found at http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=097-0850.  
If you are out and about in the waters of northeastern Illinois and northwest Indiana this summer look for our 
volunteers!  They have a wealth of information to share and would love to talk with you about the amendment 
and ways that you can avoid transporting AIS.

Aquatic Invasive Species Continue to Impact the 
Great Lakes and Inland Waterways

An update by Cathy McGlynn, a coordinator for the Northeast 
Illinois Invasive Plant Partnership

For more information about Clean Boats Crew visit http://niipp.net. 
If you would like to have a CBC program in your county or are 
interested in becoming a volunteer please contact: 
Cathy McGlynn (847-242-6423;cathy.mcglynn@niipp.net) 
    or 
Sarah Zack at (847-242-6440/szack@illinois.edu) Members of the Clean Boats Crew volunteer to talk 

with boaters at Waukegan public boat launch about 
invasive species
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National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program – Groundwater Trends
The U.S. Geological Service has made available several new products providing information about 
trends in the quality of groundwater across the Nation.  The new products include a report and on-line 
interactive maps that show if concentrations of nitrate, dissolved solids, and chloride have increased or 
decreased from the 1990’s to the early 2000’s.  The report and maps can be accessed at: 

http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/studies/gwtrends/ 

This work was based on decadal resampling of more than 1,200 wells in some of the Nation’s most 
important principal aquifers used as a source of drinking water.  Each well network generally consists 
of between 20 and 30 randomly selected wells designed to examine groundwater quality in a particular 
aquifer. 

Although concentrations of nitrate, dissolved solids, and chloride in most wells generally meet EPA 
drinking-water standards or guidelines, nationally, the proportion of samples exceeding the limits for 
nitrate and dissolved solids increased from 12 to 15 percent over the decade. Most of the increases in 
concentrations occurred for shallow monitoring wells installed in urban or agricultural areas.  The 
implications of the findings are that concentrations of these contaminants in deep aquifers are likely to 
increase during the next decade as shallow groundwater with elevated concentrations moves downward. 
The potential for contamination of the deep aquifers requires attention because these aquifers are 
commonly used for public water supply, and because restoration of groundwater is difficult and 
expensive. 

September 11 – Protect Your Groundwater Day
The date of September 11th has been etched in our society’s collective consciousness for the events 
which took place in New York; however, September 11th is also ‘Protect Your Groundwater Day’. 
Groundwater doesn’t magically appear underground, but rather comes from rain, snow, sleet, and hail 
that soak into the ground from the surface. The most important concept to take away from this, which 
however obvious still is important to remember, is the quality of the water below the ground is a re-
flection of how we treat the water while it is on the surface of the ground. Gravity pulls the water down 
through the soil and bedrock until it rests in an aquifers. Lakes and reservoirs are important sources of 
water, but over ninety percent of available drinking water comes from groundwater. 

Protecting groundwater can be simplified into two categories: contamination prevention and conser-
vation. Conservation can be as important as preventing contamination as groundwater recharge can 
take decades or centuries depending on the aquifer. If an aquifer becomes contaminated, there are few 
if any option to remediate depending on the source and quantity of contamination. We should never 
forget the awful tragedy that occurred in New York, but on September 11th please set aside a moment to 
reflect on what you can do to protect your groundwater.
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Highlights from ILMA 2013 Annual Conference

The Parke Hotel and Conference Center in Bloomington made for a very lively, relaxed and comfortable venue 
in central Illinois. The events provided an opportunity for networking, making new friends and catching up 
with old acquaintances. Some of the highlights included:

Don Roseboom and Timothy Straub of the US Geological Survey 
provided the keynote address, which focused on how green 
infrastructure can affect stormwater runoff and highlighted the 
‘Grove on Kickapoo Creek’ near Bloomington which served as 
both a stream restoration and green infrastructure project.

ILMA was grateful to host several high school students 
from DePue, Illinois who detailed their experiments for 
encapsulating soluble toxins present within Lake DePue. 
The toxins within the lake persist from historic mining 
operations which have yet to be fully remediated. DePeue 
School District #103 has been incredibly supportive of their 
science department and the effort to expand the minds of the 
students while showing them they have the ability to develop 
solutions to problems they face in their home town.

The two days of the conference were packed 
with concurrent sessions covering diverse 
topics, such as restoring fish passages in 
Illinois waterways, watershed planning, 
constructed wetlands, grant management, 
nutrient reduction, sediment transport, 
dam permitting and safety, and interesting 
case studies from Otter Lake and Lake 
Decatur in Illinois; however, this didn’t 
mean there wasn’t plenty of time to network 
(while having a few laughs). 

The annual members meeting and dinner 
on Thursday night was capped off with a 
few local comedians serving up some laughs 
for the group. To add to the comedy of the 
situation, ILMA was required to provide 
security for the acts so a few of our very 
own board members stepped up and filled 
the contractual responsibility. Anything for 
the greater good was our motto!
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Illinois EPA Launches New Effort to Warn Public About Dangers of Harmful Algal Blooms

IEPA launched a new website (http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/algal-bloom/index.html) with information 
about how to spot blooms, who to contact with a problem and what can be done to protect yourself and others, 
including pets.

How can they algal blooms be harmful?
While not always a danger, blue-green algal blooms are capable of producing toxins that could harm the health 
of humans and animals when they’ve been exposed to large enough quantities. Exposure can come from 
recreational pursuits like swimming, boating, tubing and other activities where you come into contact with or 
could swallow the water.
The most common kind of algal toxin found in Illinois is microcystin, which can cause rashes, asthma-like 
symptoms, abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea, liver damage or severe neurotoxicity depending on the length 
and level of exposure.  
Water monitoring done by IEPA over the years has frequently shown detections of microcystin but 
concentrations were generally below levels of concern. However, monitoring during last year’s drought 
has shown concentrations that can be harmful if not addressed. In 2012, one northern Illinois lake had a 
microcystin concentration more than 1,500 times greater than acceptable World Health Organization Guidance 
values. Other lakes and rivers are also showing concentrations significantly above acceptable levels.

What precautions should be taken?
Don’t swim, water ski, or boat in areas where the water is discolored or if there is foam, scum or mats of algae 
on the water. If you come in contact with water that might have a harmful algal bloom, rinse off with fresh 
water as soon as possible. Don’t let pets or livestock swim in or drink from areas where water is discolored, or if 
there is foam, scum or mats of algae on the water. Don’t let pets (especially dogs) lick the algae off their fur after 
swimming in water with an algal scum. Don’t irrigate lawns or golf courses with pond water that looks or has a 
bad odor.
 It is important to note boiling the water will not make it safe to drink.

The presence or non-presence of algal toxins can only be determined by lab tests. If you believe a body of water 
is showing signs (strong discoloration or odor) of a harmful algal bloom, cease recreational activities on the 
water and visit the IEPA’s website (http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/algal-bloom/index.html). You can report the 
bloom to IEPA by taking photographs of the bloom, filling out a Bloom Report form (available on the website), 
and emailing both to IEPA at EPA.HAB@illinois.gov. IEPA will work with local authorities on a case by case 
basis to appropriately handle the situation. One potential remedy is the closing of the lake to the public until the 
algae concentrations go down.

IEPA will be working with other state agencies to address harmful algae blooms.

For more information and pictures of what algae blooms can look like, visit (http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/
algal-bloom/index.html) or contact Barb Lieberoff in IEPA’s Office of Community Relations at 217-524-3038.



Cygnet Enterprises. Inc

Marine Biochemists

Another thanks to our confernce sponsors
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Calendar Markers...
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Illinois Environmental Council 
11th Annual Environmental Leadership Dinner
Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza 
Thursday September 19th, 2013
Contact: www.ilenviro.org/dinner 

14th Biennial Governor’s Conference for the Management of the Illinois River System
Four Points Sheraton
Peoria, Illinois 
October 1-3, 2013
Contact: www.illinois.edu/ilriver 

Lake County De-Icing Workshops
Roads – October 1, Parking Lots and Sidewalks – October 2, 2013
Lake County Central Permit Facility 
500 W. Winchester, Libertyville, Illinois
Contact: http://www.lakecountyil.gov/Stormwater/Pages/default.aspx 

Society of American Military Engineers 
2013 Ohio Valley and Great Lakes Joint Engineer Training Symposium (JETS) 
Quad Cities Event Center
Davenport, Iowa 
October 16-18, 2013.
Contact: http://www.visitquadcities.com/sites/same/ 

Planning for Prime and Unique Farmland and Invasive Species Special Environmental Concerns
Webinar
September 18, 2013
2:00PM EST (approximately 90 minutes)
Contact: www.ConservationWebinars.net 

Upper Mississippi River and Urban Waterfronts 
2013 Joint Conference: Creative Collaborations 
Rivercenter
Davenport, Iowa
September 25-28, 2013
Contact: www.creativecollaborationsconference.org 

Illinois Association for Floodplain and Stormwater Management
2014 IAFSM Annual Conference
Intercontinental Chicago O’Hare
Rosemont, Illinois
March 12-13, 2014
Contact: http://www.illinoisfloods.org/14_conference.html 



Illinois Lakes Management Association
PO Box 20655
Springfield, IL 62708

www.ilma-lakes.org

Don’t foget to mark your calendars for the 

                  Annual ILMA Conference 29th

Timber Creek Hotel & Conference Center
Sandwich, IL
April 10-12, 2014


