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What i1s Watershed Planning?

Watershed planning and management comprise an approach to protecting water quality and quantity that
focuses on the whole watershed. This approach is necessary due to the nature of polluted runoff, which in
most watersheds is the biggest contributor to water pollution. Polluted runoff is a caused by a variety of land
use activities including development, transportation and agriculture, and may originate anywhere in the
watershed.

Watershed planning and management involves a number of activities including:

A targeting priority problems in the watershed:;

promoting a high level of involvement by interested and affected parties;
A developing solutions to problems through the use of the expertise and authority of multiple agencies and organizations;
A measuring success through monitoring and other data gathering.

~Un|verS|ty Of NebraSk'd_lnCOIH Whatever happ in a watershed—and it can be miles away—

can affect the lake, stream, or river.

Watershed—the area that drains into a lake, stream, or river
via streams or ditches, directly over the ground surface,
or through the ground.
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USGS

science for a changing world

Science In Your Watershed

“eEience Climate and Land Use Change || Core Science Systems || Ecosystems || Energy, Minerals and Environmental Health || Natural Hazards || Water
in Your

Watershed" Science in Your Watershed
Home

Locate Your Watershed (Legacy HUC's)
Locate Your Stream Site (Legacy HUC's) Locate Your Watershed

Locate Your Well Site (Legacy HUC's) s -
Locate Your Stream Site by WBD Watersheds in: | Select A Region v
Links By Watershed

Information Discovery
» Active Projects Water Resource Regions
» Databases } -

» Publications £
» Reporis Pacific
Northwest

F Data Integration:
» Watersheds
» Education

Upper
F Case Studies: Mississippi
Analysis
Assessment
Characterization
Management

Stream Restoration

F Customer Service
F Glossaries
F Conferences/Events

Click on the Map Above to View a Particular Region
*Try the new Watershed Finder Menu Interface
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