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What is Watershed Planning?
Watershed planning and management comprise an approach to protecting water quality and quantity that 
focuses on the whole watershed. This approach is necessary due to the nature of polluted runoff, which in 
most watersheds is the biggest contributor to water pollution. Polluted runoff is a caused by a variety of land 
use activities including development, transportation and agriculture, and may originate anywhere in the 
watershed.
Watershed planning and management involves a number of activities including:

Å targeting priority problems in the watershed;
Å promoting a high level of involvement by interested and affected parties;
Å developing solutions to problems through the use of the expertise and authority of multiple agencies and organizations;
Å measuring success through monitoring and other data gathering.
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